ON   THE   LAGO   DI   GARDA

Paolo was a Conservative. For him the world was
established and divine in its establishment. His vision
grasped a small circle. A finer nature, a higher under-
standing, took in a greater circle, comprehended the whole.
So that when Paolo was in relation to a man of further
vision, he himself was extended towards the whole. Thus
he was fulfilled. And his initial assumption was that every
signore, every gentleman, was a man of further, purer
vision than himself. This assumption was false. But
Maria's assumption, that no one had a further vision, no
one was more elect than herself, that we are all one flesh
and blood and being, was even more false. Paolo was mis-
taken in actual life, but Maria was ultimately mistaken.

Paolo, conservative as he was, believing that ar priest
must be a priest of God, yet very rarely went to church.
And he used the religious oaths that Maria hated, even
Porca-Maria. He always used oaths, either Bacchus or
God or Mary or the Sacrament. Maria was always
offended. Yet it was she who, in her soul, jeered at the
Church and at religion. She wanted the human society as
the absolute, without religious abstractions. So Paolo's
oaths enraged her, because of their profanity, she said.
But it was really because of their subscribing to another
superhuman order. She jeered at the clerical people. She
made a loud clamour of derision when the parish priest of
the village above went down to the big village on the lake,
and across the piazza, the quay, with two pigs in a sack on
his shoulder. This was a real picture of the sacred minister
to hen